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MARINE Tribute Bike

his is o story of devostating loss and life affirming hope; of
paying tribute 1o a man's bravary in the form of what the boy
in him loved best, custom motorcycles.

These whe have loved ones fighting in Irag and Alghanistan
hava but ane collective thought: Be sofe. They live in lear of the
solemn foced officer in full dress who is out there somewhers, daliv-
ering word that loved onas are nal ceming heme. Bul of course
those officers do show up on foo many doorsteps. For Larry
Tramblay of New Windsor, New York, fother of 23-year-cld
Corporal Joseph “loey™ 5, Tremblay, it was two Marines wha daliv-
ered the horrific news.

“I was having one of my better days,” Loy remembers. *l wos
in school that day in Winchester County far air conditioning, so |
weit away frem my normal work location and they couldn'l contact
me there. When | got home | was in a great mood. | was warking
on my housa, or slarting lo work an my house, when | heard this
knock on my door So | opened the door and sow these twa Marine

y casually officers stonding there, and | immediately said, “You
#‘r_:-ﬁ?“h— guys have got o go away. Pleose fell me that he is wounded
- and you guys are here to take me o see him.* But daap in my
haart | knew why they were ot my house. | knew they were
nol there 1o invite me out o dinner or samething. Then | said
"Lat me switch ploces with him, becouse 23 yeors old is oo
young tor my son fo die’ At the time | wos 52 and | iuﬂ waonted to
switch plocas with him.”
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To see 67 photos of this bike, log on to
www.barnettsmagazinaonline.com/issue5 1 faccess/index. him!

Builder: Larry Tremblay
RPM Custom Motorcycles

hen Larry Tremblay went kooking for o buildes for
the Marine Rike. he rescarched o lot of builders
belore seiling upen Rich Maura of RPM Custom
Choppers, Rich has o lypical slory of storing out build:
ing bikes for friends before deciding that this wos his
true passion ond lo pursue il os a business instead of o
hebby, REM alfers a line of *Low Dough® customs stort
ing of $16,995 for o turnkey Pro Streat or Chopper bike
Fauluﬁng a /26" &5 engine, Prowler trans, and a 250
rear fire, Cver |00 opfions are availoble ond paint is
by JB Grafix, no less. He describes his shyla as a combo
of ald and new with a finky twist. Lorry liked Rich's
work enough that he's a
partner in the COMPONY,
Contact them al
W DML o hopgeT s com
orcoll 845 541-2045.

end result lo be a bike when viewed would
remind pecpla of an actual Marine stand-
ing proudly af attenfion.

Thera wers saveral cusiom bike
builders in the Hudson River Vallay wha
werae copable of building such o machine,
but Larry selected RPM Custom Choppers
in Mewburgh, Mew York, because he felt
they would bast build the bike o the

I's natural to wender how ana can
earry on fram that poinl, how does one get
oul of bed in the moming and reach inside
thamselves when there is perhops nothing
to reach for. But just as saldiers find within
themselves great sirength they perhaps
never knew axisted, Larry found new
strength in the memory of his son. Josy
always enjoyed watching lesse James on
the Discovery Channal's Manster Garoge
and the Biker Build-OH series with his
father. Ha had a passion for custam
molorcycles. In memory of his son
and all thase who hove made

the ultimate socrifice, and far
thasa wha ars Eurlr_\nllr o
ing their couniry, Larry
decided to build o custom
motorcycle in their honor
Jocy wos o Marine and
after completing o four

year four remained in tha
Marine Corps Reserve
before signing up for

oclive duty when the call
went out far valunteor 5. 50
Larry wonted to build a

hike that rF!!‘:lrl".";.E,-qu_-r_f fhcat
branch of service his son
served <o proudly. He wonted the
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Hz wanted o Marine Tribute hike that didn't
just have a special oppearance, but one that
could olso get out on the highway and run
wilhout encountering any methanicol prob-
lams. REM was a relalively new custom bike
building eperation, but had daveloped a repu-
latian for producing top-quality, dependable
motorcycles, and Lorry later became pariners
4 with owner, Rich Moure.
Rich began this build by choosing o 767
585 engine with o two-inta-ona Stainless
[ Creations axhaust that delivers the goods sim-
phistically, but effectively. The engina’s autput of
105 hortepawar is possed on by the ornote
EDL primar}- oo 6-5;]!-3(:1'! 15D Prowler trans-
mission connected by belt drive fo the reor
wheel. An occepted drivetroin of such praven

substonce is
e
- Y

a reliable
- Li =

i sama fough stondards of the US Marine Corps.
i

o
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basis of both power and strength, much like
what the Marines are famous for. RPM then
installed it in a stout DNA frame with a 42
degree roke ond 5% of stretch, American
Suspension forks proudly lead the way ferward
with haavily decoroted DNA wheels, mounting
Avens fore and oft, giving an air af salamn
dignity. RPM went all aut with the in-house
bodywork with @ seemingly one-piece unit that
flows from the stam of the tank to the stern of
the raar fander. The seat is almost housed with-
in it and does nothing to break up tha smaath,
lowing lines. RFM also fobbed the fire hugging
Front fender with dress points that mimic the
rear. RPM supplied a set of unobirusive hondle-
bars which add just the right touch of raspect,
yot adds to the lowing lines of the bike. The
exceptionally tolented young pointor Justin
Barnes of JB Grafix, also of Newburgh, wos
called in te de the special iribute paintjeb and
fine work he did. Mot an easy or
fun in'u to do, but Justin
--  stepped up and decarated
: this tribute bike in the best

military manner.

Rich [whe was 1ole
owner of RPM ot the
time) and Larry did the

bike's fabrication, with

Larry adomant about

not deviating fram any of tha special features
he'd envisioned for the bike. And special fea-
fures it has: the buttons on the downtube indi
cale the gig line of @ Marine dress uniform, the
sword is the Ireditional Marine Carps symbal,
and the pictures of Joey and his three fellow
Marines painted on the rear fender. They were
the anly four members fram Company K, 3rd
Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, dih Marine
Division, Marine Farces Reserve who died dur-
ing that p-nﬂiculur deployment. The pholos on
the reor fender starfing of lop center and mav-
ing clockwize are Carporal Joseph 5. Tremblay,
Lance Corporal Ryan 1. Kovocicek, Staff
Sergeant Joseph P. Goadrich, and Corperal
Bryan J. Richardsen, Larry easily obioined writ-
ten permission and photos from the fellew
Marines’ families to point their piclures on the
reor fender. “Mrs. Amy Goodrich, the widow of
556 loseph P. Goadrich, is o huge custom
motorcycle fon and wos extremely proud and
imprassed when she saw the bike,” Lorry soid.
“All of the family members were very nice and
suppartive.”

The Marine Tribule Bike took first place in
its first competition at an Easyriders Show, but
sinca that particulor showing, Larry hos not
entered the custom machine in any othar com
petition, his reason being that he did not build
the bike to win show rrﬂphin.'i He built the
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SPECIFICATIONS:;
Bike Hame: parine Tribute Rike
OWner: Larry Tramblay
Fahrication: RPM Custom Choppers
Assembly: RPp

Build time: Four months
Engine: 7004 96" 585
Imnition: Crone Hid

Carly; 555

Pipes: Swinless Creations

Air Cleaner: Sifion

Transmission: 2006 &-speed
Preseder

Primary: BOL

Blutch: BDL

Frame: Dha

Rake/Strelch: 42 degrees, 57
Forks; Amorican Suspension
Rear Suspension: Progyrissive
Suspension

Fromt Wheel: 3.25 X 21 DA
Rear Wheel: 8.5 X 18 DMA
Fromt Tire: 90X 21 Avon
Bear TIre: 250 X 18 Avon
Front Brakes: American Stispension
Rear Brakes: G,

Fuel Tank: RPM

Dil Tank: RPM

Fenders: RPM
Handlebars: kP

Risérs: Dakola Digilal
Headlight: V- Twin

Taillight: V-Twin

Rand Controls: pr)

Faint/Graphies: Justin Bonpus /
JB Grafix

Seak: fid=l's Upholstery

‘Featured Custom  \aiine Tribute Bike
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Dakota Digital Gauges

Aquir.i weury Jo lell it o cushom is ocluolly ridden is lo see if it has
any instruments, as most sintes require them bo be loonsed for
roud wse, The problem is finding some thal not only work, but look
QDD& ol 1|'|E srume fime |;||||_J 1,||un'l LF'_—:.IIr_r:,- ﬂ'.l_‘- LICL"I'. ||n|:5 Q-l a cusiom,
Mechanical speadas require foo many compromises thit they're gener:
ally out of the question ond that's where the digital instruments form

:  Dakota Ulgih:l.] |']E1|.|?' fill the waid Wry wrcdatrusiee and wath the u[};'ll?:,-

b be: meounied ofmast onywhere hos mede them o mainibay of custom
inshrumeniafion. Availoble in ‘.p&'ﬂ'ﬁ'lf!u(il combinations, hee h'gh}}l
uccurole gouges con olso display tum signals, high beam, neutral light,
check Eﬁglnﬁ |g|‘|1 o] ko ol pressure indhicotors all within g comport
oifrociive pockoge. Check aut www dokotodigitol com for infarmation
o Deakesten Digptal’s cusiom ond steck replocement instruments.

“Larry selected RPM Custom Choppers in Newburgh, New
York, because he felt they would best build the bike to the
same tough standards of the US Marine Corps.”

bike, he said, so it con be displayed ot major

ultimately donate the bike for permanent display o

avants for all ta see and ta remind everyone not jo
forget our kids fighting in the war. Ha alsa activaly
joins in an motarcycle parades supporting the mili-
tary and events such as thoa arganized by the
non-profit organizalion Rolling Thunder Inc,
During the 2004 Relling Thunder Ride for
Freedom in Washington DC last May, the bike was
ridden l:}' a i'lighfyvrfrecnn_:!r_n:] Viel Mam War veter-
an, Ken Zipp, and the machine eatily traveled the
enfira di*.rnnn_'a. without any moechanical PruHem;,
Lorry plans o continue thowing the Marine Trihuta

the new Maotienal Museum of the Marina Corps
which is currently under construction odjocent to the
Marine Corps base in Quantics, Virginia, and is
expected to open in Movember of this yeor.

Although the bike and his invelvement with
RPM keep him busy, Lorry still hos fimes when the
loss of his son overcomes him. “There are duys
when I'm driving down the road listaning to the
radia and | hear a song that my son and | ysed 1o
listen to, and | just break out in tears,” he said. “It is
something that | will never get over.”

Bike all ocross America and possibly Europe as

long as ha is “alive and healthy.” He said he will
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Tech Sheet
Ouwner: Larmy Tremblay
Name of Bike: Marine Tribume Bike
Home: MNewburgh, NY
Builder. RPM Custom Chopper
Year: "o
Time to build: Four months
Powdercoater: Powder Tech of NY
Painter: Justin Barnes of JB Grafix
Color:. Black
Engine
ModelYear: %67 5 & S/ 2006
Builder: S& 5
Displacement: 96 inches
Horsepower: 103 hip
Pistons, Heads. Cam. Valves. Rockers. Lifters.
Push Rods, Carburetor, and Oil Pump: S & S
Air Cleaner: Safton
Exhaust: Stainless Creations
Ignition: Crane Hi 4
Primary Cover. BDL
Transmission
YearModel: ‘06 Prowler
Gears: O
Clutch and Primary Drive: BDL
Final Drive: Belt
Chassis
Frame: DMNA
Rake: 42 degrees  Streich: 5
Front Forks: Amencan Suspension
Swinganm: DNA
Overall length: 9 feel
Rear shocks: Progressive
Fromt Wheel: DNA 21 inch
Rear Wheel: DNA I8 x5 112

Fromt Brake: American Suspension
Rear Brake: GMA

Fromt Tire: Avon 21 inch

Rear Tire: Avon 250

Fenders: RPM

Accessories

Headlight, Taillight. Mirrors: V-Twin
Fuel Tank: BPM/Customy 4 Gallon
il Tank, Handlebars, License Bracket: RPM
Risers, Speedo: Dakota Digital

Seat: Fidel's Upholstery

Pegs, Fool controls: Brama

Hand Controls, Levers: PM

Special Custom Features: Shifier by Larry Tremblay and ustom
Machine, Portraits by Gavin Baker, Butions by Hannoush Jewelers
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Der Einmarsch in den Irak hat auf Seiten der
Amerikaner bis heute iiber 2800 Soldaten
das Leben gekostet. Eines dieser Opfer war
Joseph ,,Joey" S. Tremblay. Das Bike hier
 entstand ihm zu Ehren

TEXT B BipEn: SEORICK C. MITCHELL,
(serserzunct Jens MOLLER




Mil der sogenannten ,Befrelung” des Irak
haben sich die Amerikaner bekanntiich elne
kniippeldicke Suppe elngebrockt

ﬁnmnbﬂjfu;nuar



Beklemmende Details: Der
Ordonanz-Sibel dient als
Jockey-Shift, die goldenen
Knipfe am Single Dawn-
tube stammen von der
Ausgehuniform der Mardnes

urz nach dem Tod des erst 23 Jah-
“re jungen Mannes beschlof sein
Vater, zu Ehren seines jingsten
Sohnes ein Tribute Bike zu bauen, denn
Joey liebte Custombikes, Oft hatten Vater
und Sohn gemeinsam die Fermnsehserien
mit Jesse lames und die Biker Build Off s
im Discovery Channel angeschaut. Um sei-
nen Sohn und die anderen Gefallenen 2u
chren, wollte Larry Tremblay ein fahrbares
Denkmal erschaffen. Mit seinen Worten
beschraibt eras so: . The Marine Bike was
built for one, dedicated to a few and in
honar of all who have fallen ...~
Umn ein Bike zu erhalten, das nicht nur
gut aussieht, sondem auch fahrbarist, such-
te sich Lamy Hilfe bei RPM Custom Choppers.
Der modifizierte Rahmen stammi von DNA.
Erarbeitet nach dem Softail-Prinzip. In thm
verrichtet ein S&S-Motor mit 96 cui sein

Tagoewerk. Die Kralt Gbertrdgt ein 6-Gang-
Prawler-Getricbe Ober einen Belt an das
Hinterrad. Auf die, ebenfalls von DNA stam-
menden Felgen, wurde hinten eln 250er
Avan aufgezogen. Fir die Verzbgerung
sorgt vom eing Bremse von American Sus-
pension. Die Bremszange versteckt sich

aber die Gange lassen sich auch normal
per Fuft wechseln. Die Bedienung der BOL-
Kupplung srfolat auch konventionell am
Lenker. Die Knopfe am Single-Downtube
sollen an die Paradeuniform der Marines
grinnem, ebenso wie die Lackierung. Or-
den wie das Purple Heart dienen als Cover

Tribute: Zu Ehren seines gefallenen
Sohnes von dessen Vater gebaut

dabei hinter dem linken Holm der eben-
falls von American Suspension stammen-
den verkleideten Telegabel. Die hintere
Bremse stammt von GMA und sitzt im Pul-
ley. Fiir eine geblihrende Performance war
also gesorgt. Das Bike trdgt Gberall Sym-
bole und Wahrzeichen des Marine Corps.
Soist der Sdbel als Jockey Shifter nutzbar,

an exponierten Stellen. Der ausladende
Heckfender tragt ein Alrbrush mit den Paor-
trails von vier Marines, denn neben Larrys
Sohn Joey wurden drei weltere Angehtirige
spiner Einheit, die auch im Irak gefallen
waren, geehrl. Nach vier Monaten erleble
das Bike seinen Roll-Out. Bereits auf sei
ner ersien Bike Show erreichte das Marine

140 DREAM-MACHINES
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TECHNISCHE DATEN
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Larry Tremblay (re.) will das
Bike spiter als Museumsstiick
dem Marine Corps schenken

Tribute Bike den ersten Platz. Doch Larry
willan keinen weiteren Weltbewerben teil-
nehmen. Das Bike wurde nicht dafiir ge-
baut, sendem soll auf Veranstaltungen als
Mahn-mahl und Erinnerung an die Gefal-
lenen dienen. Larry Tremblay méchte das
Bike auch weiterhin in ganz Amerika und
eventuell auch in Europa zeigen. Spater
will er es dem Marine Corps schenken, da-
mit €5 im neu erichtetan Museum in Quan-
tico, Virginia ausgestellt werden kann, Die
tréistliche Seite an dieser sehr persinti-
chen Geschichte ist, dass der trauernde
Vater es nach eigenen Aussagen durch die
Arbeit an diesem Custombikes besser ge-
schafft hat, mit seinem schmarzlichen Ver-
lust fertig zu werden. "]
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